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Chart 1: Transport Composite Cargo Index, Percentage Change  

 
 
• The Transport Composite Cargo Index, encompassing of air, road, rail, and 

sea freight, recorded a slower month-on-month increase of 6.8 percent in 
March 2026, compared to a 10.7 percent rise in February 2026. On a year-
on-year basis, however, the index grew by 38.1 percent (Chart 1). 
 

• The monthly growth was primarily supported by high cargo volumes 
across all modes of transport during the review period. 
 

• Total cargo handled in March 2026 stood at 1 665 231 tonnes, increasing 
from 1 559 671 tonnes recorded in February 2026 and 1 205 813 tonnes 
registered in March 2025. 

 

Chart 2: Air Cargo Index, Percentage Change  

  

• Air Cargo Index recorded a 19.4 percent increase in March 2026, fol-
lowing a 7.1 percent growth noted in the preceding month. However, 
compared to the same period a year earlier, the index declined by 8.9 
percent (Chart 2). 
 

• Air freight volumes amounted to 291 tonnes in March 2026, increas-
ing from 244 tonnes posted in February 2026, but remaining below 
the 320 tonnes recorded in the same month of 2025. 
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Chart 3: Top Five Types of Consignments by Air, in Tonnes  

 
 

• In March 2026, “fish fillets and other fish meat (fresh, chilled, or frozen)” 
made up the largest share of air cargo by volume, reaching 52 tonnes. This 
was followed by “medicaments of mixed or unmixed products for retail 
sale” with 21 tonnes, while “crustaceans (live, fresh, chilled, frozen, dried, 
salted, in brine, smoked, or cooked)” ranked third with 16 tonnes. 
 

• “Telephone sets, smartphones, and other telephones for cellular networks 
and communication apparatus” placed fourth with 12 tonnes, while “mol-
luscs (live, fresh, chilled, frozen, dried, salted, in brine, including smoked)” 
ranked fifth, with a volume of 10 tonnes (Chart 3). 
 
 

 
1 This chart is limited to 30 percent for better readability. 

Chart 4: Road Cargo Index, Percentage Change1  

 
 
• Road Cargo Index recorded a 14.4 percent increase in March 2026, re-

versing the 7.0 percent decline seen in February 2026. On a year-on-
year basis, the index rose by 15.0 percent compared to March 2025 
(Chart 4). 
 

• In volume terms, road freight reached 410 657 tonnes in March 2026, 
up from 358 965 tonnes recorded in February 2026 and exceeding the 
357 201 tonnes transported in the corresponding month of 2025. 
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Chart 5: Top Five Types of Cargo by Road, in Tonnes  

 

• In March 2026, petroleum oils constituted the largest portion of road 
freight, with a total of 31 909 tonnes. This was followed by maize (corn) 
with 29 769 tonnes, while “nickel ores and concentrates” ranked third, 
with 22 747 tonnes transported. 
 

• “Zinc ores and concentrates” and frozen fish placed fourth and fifth, re-
cording volumes of 16 962 tonnes and 16 481 tonnes, respectively (Chart 
5). 
 

 
 

 
2 This chart is limited to 60 percent for better readability. 

 
Chart 6: Rail Cargo Index, Percentage Change2  

 
 
• Rail Cargo Index increased by 5.1 percent month-on-month in March 

2026, after a 1.5 percent increase recorded in February 2026. On a 
year-on-year basis, the index rose by 3.0 percent (Chart 6). 

 
• Rail freight volumes amounted to 99 464 tonnes in March 2026, up 

from 94 594 tonnes in recorded in February 2026 and slightly above the 
96 554 tonnes transported in March 2025. 
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Chart 7: Top Five Types of Cargo by Rail, in Tonnes  

 
 
• In March 2026, building materials made up the largest share of rail cargo, 

totalling 44 320 tonnes. This was followed by bulk liquid products with 26 
389 tonnes, while bulk fuel products ranked third with 24 218 tonnes 
transported during the period under review. 
 

• Loaded container traffic and agricultural products ranked fourth and fifth, 
recording volumes of 4 132 tonnes and 220 tonnes, respectively (Chart 7). 

 
 
 
 
 

 
3 This chart is limited to 60 percent for better readability. 

Chart 8: Sea Cargo Index, Percentage Change3 

 

 

• Sea Cargo Index, which includes sea trans-shipped, sea-landed, and 
sea-shipped freight, increased by 4.4 percent in March 2026 compared 
to a 19.0 percent increase in February 2026. Nevertheless, the index 
recorded a robust year-on-year growth of 53.6 percent (Chart 8). 

 
• In absolute terms, sea cargo volumes amounted to 1 154 818 tonnes in 

March 2026, up from 1 105 867 tonnes transported in February 2026, 
and well above the 751 739 tonnes recorded in March 2025. 
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Chart 9: Sea Trans-Shipped Index, Percentage Change4  

 

• Sea Trans-Shipped Index increased by 26.1 percent month-on-month in 
March 2026, after a 31.3 percent decline recorded in February 2026. 
Moreover, on a year-on-year basis, the index recorded a substantial surge 
of 16 817.4 percent (Chart 9). 
 

• In absolute terms, trans-shipped cargo totalled 240 225 tonnes in March 
2026, up from 190 430 tonnes recorded in February 2026 and substantially 
higher than the 1 420 tonnes registered in the same month of 2025.  
 
 

 

 
4 This chart is limited to 100 percent for better readability. 
 

Chart 10: Sea Landed Index, Percentage Change5  

 
 
• Sea Landed Index slowed on a monthly basis, rising by 8.8 percent in 

March 2026 compared to a 50.4 percent increase recorded in Febru-
ary. On a year-on-year basis, the index grew by 22.0 percent (Chart 
10). 

 
• In volume terms, sea-landed cargo amounted to 576 563 tonnes in 

March 2026, up from 530 162 tonnes landed in February and higher 
than the 472 446 tonnes recorded in the corresponding month of 
2025. 
 
 
 

5 This chart is limited to -60 and 100 percent for better readability. 
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Chart 11: Sea Shipped Index, Percentage Change6  

 
 
• Sea Shipped Index fell by 12.3 percent in March 2026, following a 28.6 

percent increase recorded in February 2026. On a year-on-year basis, the 
index rose by 21.6 percent Chart 11). 

 
• In volume terms, 338 030 tonnes of cargo were shipped in March 2026, 

down from 385 276 tonnes shipped in February, but higher than the 277 
872 tonnes recorded in March 2025. 

 
 
 
 

 
6 This chart is limited to 100 percent for better readability. 
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Table 1: Cargo by mode of transport in tonnes      

 
 

Table 1: Cargo by mode of transport in tonnes continue…        
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Table 1: Cargo by mode of transport in tonnes      
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Table 2: Cargo Index  

 

Table 2: Cargo Index continue…  
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Methodology               :  Products are classified according to the Harmonized System (HS) nomenclature classification (chart 9 and 11) 

Data source  : The volume data for rail cargo are sourced from Trans-Namib, while the source for road and air cargo volume  
data is from the Namibia Statistics Agency (Trade Statistics Sub-division). Volumes of Sea cargo, which comprises of sea-
landed, sea-shipped, and sea Trans-shipped, are sourced from Namport. 
 

Index calculation :  The index of cargo has been weighted using the volume data in tonnes for 2015. 
 

Conversion :  1 basis point = 0.01 percent  

 

Revision :  Data was revised based on the new dataset received from data sources.   

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 


