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Chart 1: Transport Composite Cargo Index, Percentage Change  

 
 
• The Transport Composite Cargo Index, which comprises sea, road, rail, 

and air freight, recorded a month-on-month decline of 49.0 percent in 
April 2026, following a 6.8 percent increase in March 2026. On a year-on-
year basis, the index decreased by 21.0 percent (Chart 1). 
 

• The decline was mainly driven by lower cargo volumes across sea and road 
transport, while rail and air cargo volumes increased during the review pe-
riod.  
 

• Total cargo handled in April 2026 amounted to 849 118 tonnes, down from 
1 665 231 tonnes recorded in March 2026 and 1 074 353 tonnes trans-
ported in the corresponding month of 2025. 

 

 
1 This chart is limited to 80 percent for better readability. 

Chart 2: Sea Cargo Index, Percentage Change1 

  
 
• Sea Cargo Index, which encompasses sea-trans-shipped, sea-landed, 

and sea-shipped freight, fell by 70.6 percent in April 2026 on a month-
on-month basis, reversing the 4.4 percent increase recorded in March 
2026. On a year-on-year basis, the index declined by 43.6 percent 
(Chart 2). 
 

• In absolute terms, 339 629 tonnes of sea cargo were handled in April 
2026, representing a substantial decrease from the 1 154 818 tonnes 
recorded in March 2026 and a decline from the 601 676 tonnes reg-
istered in April 2025. 
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Chart 3: Sea Trans-Shipped Index, Percentage Change2  

 
 

• Sea Trans-Shipped Index contracted by 99.7 percent in April 2026 com-
pared to the previous month, following a 26.1 percent increase recorded 
in March 2026. On an annual basis, the index also posted a marked decline 
of 99.3 percent (Chart 3). 
 

• In absolute terms, trans-shipped cargo stood at 703 tonnes in April 2026, 
representing a significant drop from 240 225 tonnes recorded in March 
2026 and 98 943 tonnes registered in the same month of 2025. 
 
 
 

 

 

 
2 This chart is limited to 100 percent for better readability. 

Chart 4: Sea Landed Index, Percentage Change  

 
 
• Sea Landed Index dropped by 64.9 percent in April 2026 on a month-

on-month basis, reversing the 8.8 percent growth recorded in March 
2026. Compared to the same month in 2025, the index declined by 
11.4 percent (Chart 4). 

 
• By volume, sea-landed cargo totalled 202 303 tonnes in April 2026, 

representing a substantial decrease from 576 563 tonnes recorded in 
March 2026 and a decline from 228 439 tonnes registered in April 
2025. 
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Chart 5: Sea Shipped Index, Percentage Change3  

 

• Sea Shipped Index declined by 59.6 percent in April 2026 on a month-on-
month basis, following another 12.3 percent fall recorded in March 2026. 
On an annual basis, the index registered a 50.2 percent decline compared 
to April 2025 (Chart 5). 

 
• In absolute terms, sea-shipped cargo volumes amounted to 136 623 

tonnes in April 2026, down from 338 030 tonnes recorded in March 2026 
and below the 274 294 tonnes shipped in the corresponding month of 
2025. 
 
 

 

 

 
3 This chart is limited to 100 percent for better readability. 

Chart 6: Road Cargo Index, Percentage Change 

 
• Road Cargo Index decreased by 3.9 percent in April 2026 on a month-

on-month basis, reversing the 14.4 percent increase recorded in March 
2026. Despite the monthly decline, the index registered a 13.6 percent 
increase on a year-on-year basis compared to April 2025 (Chart 6). 
 

• In absolute terms, road freight volumes amounted to 394 675 tonnes 
in April 2026, down from 410 657 tonnes recorded in March 2026, but 
higher than the 347 392 tonnes transported in the same month of 
2025. 
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Chart 7: Top Five Types of Cargo by Road, in Tonnes  

 
 
• In April 2026, petroleum oils accounted for the largest share of road 

freight, with a total of 32 123 tonnes transported. This was followed by 
maize (corn) with 27 064 tonnes, while nickel ores and concentrates 
ranked third with a total of 24 388 tonnes moved. 
 

• “Nitrogenous fertilizers” and “Zinc ores and concentrates” were the 
fourth- and fifth-largest commodities transported by road, recording 18 
911 tonnes and 16 424 tonnes, respectively (Chart 7). 
 
 

 

 
4 This chart is limited to 60 percent for better readability. 

Chart 8: Rail Cargo Index, Percentage Change4 

 
 
• Rail Cargo Index recorded a 15.1 percent increase in April 2026 on a 

month-on-month basis, following a 5.1 percent rise in March 2026. 
However, compared to the corresponding month of 2025, the index 
declined by 8.3 percent (Chart 8). 

 
• By volume, rail freight cargo amounted to 114 459 tonnes in April 2026, 

representing an increase from 99 464 tonnes recorded in March 2026. 
However, this was lower than the 124 859 tonnes transported during 
the corresponding month of 2025.  
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Chart 9: Top Five Types of Cargo by Rail, in Tonnes  

 
 
• Building materials constituted the largest component of rail cargo in April 

2026, with a total of 46 944 tonnes transported. Bulk liquid products fol-
lowed with 30 300 tonnes, while bulk fuel products ranked third, account-
ing for 27 720 tonnes transported during the review period. 
 

• Loaded container traffic and other traffic occupied the fourth and fifth po-
sitions, recording volumes of 8 888 tonnes and 607 tonnes, respectively 
(Chart 9). 
 
 

 

 

 

Chart 10: Air Cargo Index, Percentage Change   

 
 
• Air Cargo Index increased by 22.0 percent in April 2026 on a month-

on-month basis, following a 19.4 percent rise recorded in March 
2026. Despite the monthly growth, the index registered a 16.6 per-
cent decline compared to the corresponding month of 2025 (Chart 
10). 
 

• In absolute terms, air freight amounted to 355 tonnes in April 2026, 
up from 291 tonnes recorded in March 2026. However, the volume 
remained below the 426 tonnes transported in April 2025.  
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Chart 11: Top Five Types of Consignments by Air, in Tonnes  

 
 
• In April 2026, “fish fillets and other fish meat (fresh, chilled, or frozen)” 

made up the largest share of air cargo by volume, reaching 52 tonnes. This 
was followed by “other live animals”, with 32 tonnes transported, while 
“animal feed preparations” and “medicaments consisting of mixed or un-
mixed products for retail sale” ranked third and fourth, respectively, each 
recording 21 tonnes. 
 

• In addition, “Molluscs (live, fresh, chilled, frozen, dried, salted, in brine, 
including smoked)” ranked fifth, with a volume of 12 tonnes transported 
during the period under review (Chart 11). 
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Table 1: Cargo by mode of transport in tonnes      

 
 

Table 1: Cargo by mode of transport in tonnes continue…        
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Table 1: Cargo by mode of transport in tonnes      
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Table 2: Cargo Index  

 

Table 2: Cargo Index continue…  
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Methodology               :  Products are classified according to the Harmonized System (HS) nomenclature classification (chart 9 and 11) 

Data source  : The volume data for rail cargo are sourced from Trans-Namib, while the source for road and air cargo volume  
data is from the Namibia Statistics Agency (Trade Statistics Sub-division). Volumes of Sea cargo, which comprises of sea-
landed, sea-shipped, and sea Trans-shipped, are sourced from Namport. 
 

Index calculation :  The index of cargo has been weighted using the volume data in tonnes for 2015. 
 

Conversion :  1 basis point = 0.01 percent  

 

Revision  :  Please note that this monthly report excludes the Terminal Investment Limited (TIL) containerized cargo statistics for April 
2026, as the updated datasets for cargo handled at the TIL facility operating at Walvis Bay Harbour were not yet available at the time of publication. Fur-
thermore, the containerized cargo data handled by TIL at Walvis Bay Harbour were only available in raw format and had not yet been fully processed for 
inclusion in this report. The report will therefore be updated to incorporate the April 2026 TIL data in the May 2026 publication. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 


